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The Aptech Certified Computer
Professional (ACCP) p"uerm,
me is Lhe most sought
course, for it prepares

for IT careers. Typicall
graduate students from any dis-
cipline can benefit from ACCP
If they pursue It along with col-
lege education. “The ACCP s a
modular programme with mul-
tiple exit points. so it gives stu-
dents the option of either tak-
ing up Lhe entire three years or
Laking it in a modular formal,”
Kacker adds

Beef up your CV

Thig is one area students pur-
suing degree col

sider so that by

graduate they can add value to
thelr CVs. "Two Kinds of stu-
dents come to us. There are
some who want to do a short-
Lerm course; there are olhers
who pursue a longer course
Lhal's parallel Lo Lheir regular
B.Sc. or B.Com. programme
The second option can be a
powerful proposition for stu-
dents.” Raghav says.

AL NIT, such students can go
for its three-year GNIIT pro-
zramme that lets students to
specialise in a particular sector
llke software or networking.
While two years of this course
are devoted to classroom train-
nw the final year is hept mr

be: \Idl"v l‘4l’T'lIl1}-' o st p«"lli

Aptech’s ACCP programme
too is enriched with a one-year
inlernship aparl from pro-
grammes in English language
enhancement, workplace skills
and i agement information
systems, thereby increasing the
employability of the student

IL's not jusl regular college
students who go for o t
computer institutes. Engi lln-r
ing students also have shown
keen interest in enhancing thelr
skills. Aptech for Eng rs, for
Instance, is a serles of special-
ised I'T courses for engineering,
B.Sc. (I'T), BCAMCA and other
IT students.

“It Is an extension of Aptech's
portfolio and one of the most
exclusive offerings to enhance
the skill sets of engineering stu-
dents,” says Kacker. “Aptech for

cngineers offers specialisation

ns in pl.lpll]dl’ applicalion
development frameworks such
as Sun Java & NET”

Students may have a degree
in engineering but they may not

c_-d Lo '.u-r_:hm)lng:w'. Ra-

“For such sta-

dents v.\l:vn the world is going

through a difficult phase, the

only way to increase thelr em-

ployability is to go for additional
siills.”

Degree or diploma?

You can also go for an IT
degree and the options range
from the II'l's to the regional
cny‘m-c-rnw colleges and pri-
vale inst :lul.nu\ The Amity
Institute of Information
Technology in Noida, for

After completing an IT
cowrse, you'll find many
Job auenues opening up.
Some of these are:

B Programmers
®\V/eb developers
W System anakysts

= Software testing and quality
assurance

® Database analysts, architects
and administrators

& Software architects, solution

instance, offers a B.Sc. and a
BCA in IT for undergraduale
students and an M.S¢. and
MCA In Networking and Man
agement for Master's stu-
dents.

“New technologles are
emerging fast, so companies
will have to take more young
people with an IT background
to keep pace with Lhe chang-
ing worid, Hence Lthe demand
for specialised IT courses will
remain,” says Group Capt. O P
Sharma (Retd), director,
Amlty Institute of Information
Technology.

Which option works better
adegree or diplon Sharma
pitches for degree courses
“When you learn about a new
technology. a lot of applica-
tions are involved," he savs.
“With a B.Sc. {IT), you can go
anywhere. Also, as a graduate

& Technical writers and documen-
tation specialists

® Helpdesk and technical support
® Management Information
Systemns (MIS)

= Students can get employed not
only in the IT Industry, but slsoin
relsted sectors such a5 telecom,
banking and msurance, and BPO
companies

in this sector, you not only
learn aboul the applicalions,
0 brush up on science
ematics, operations
research and human resource
management. Your knowl-
es wider here and
1 employabtlity
increases.”

Countering slowdown
Sharma says 50 per cent of
Amity students in this
rraduating batch have a l'oar.lv
been recruited. “T'he salary
packages may not have been as
greal as il was before the melt-
down, but so far we have had a
greal placement record at Am-
ity,” he adds

I the global slowdown has
really affected the sector?
“The IT industry is definitely
experiencing a slowdown, but
recruitment hasn't stopped

Group Capt. 0.P. Sharma (retd), director, Amity Institute of IT (third *
ym left), says the demand for specialised IT courses will remain
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New technologies

areemerging
fast, so companies
will have to take
more and more
young people with
an IT background to
keep pace with the
changing worid.

~ GROUP CAPT. OP. SHARMA (RETD),
director, Amity Institute of IT

completely,” says Raghav A
number of IT Mrms are still
recruiting in large numbers
The recrultment numbers
have certainly fallen, but as
soon as this phase ends the
demand for I'T professionals
will rise again. Continuing
education programmes Lhat
increase career skills are the
route to job security, whether
during a recession or a non-
slowdown phase,” says
Kacker.
“It's an investment! Lhal's
wssorth making at such ti
adds Raghav. No investment in
IT can be a wrong rlm\'v. for IT
Is an essentlal part of our busl-
ness environment. As Sharma
it. “No business can take
e without I'T, so there can
er be a serious downtum in
this sector’
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